
CDB conducted Entrepreneurs Meet at Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu on 13-6-2015 
 

A meeting of entrepreneurs was organized by Coconut Development Board 
in association with Department of Agriculture and Tamil Nadu Agriculture 
University at Rasi Seeds Hall, Tamil Nadu Agriculture University, Coimbatore 
on 13th June 2015. Around 250 people from various departments, Tamil Nadu 
Agriculture University and potential entrepreneurs participated in the meet. 
Shri.Rajesh Lakhoni, IAS., Agriculture Production Commissioner, Govt. of 
Tamil Nadu inaugurated the programme. 

Shri.Rajesh Lakhoni, IAS, Agriculture Production Commissioner, Govt. of 
Tamil Nadu in his inaugural address mentioned that the aim of this meeting is 
to promote coconut based products and value addition in coconut. He 
requested Coconut Development Board to give Neera Training at Coconut 
Research Station, Veppankulam and Aliyar Nagar. He also suggested that 
people from the two CRSs can be deputed to Vazhakulam to undergo Master 
technician training. APC also mentioned that there is reduction of allotment of 
fund for CDB schemes in Tamil Nadu during this year and requested CDB to 
allot more funds to CDB schemes and to also requested to develop the DSP 
farm. 

Shri.Lunghar Obed, Director, CDB, RO, Chennai in his welcome address 
informed that the objective of this meeting is introducing new technologies of 
coconut and he mentioned that Tamil Nadu is having 21% of coconut area in 
India and the production is 31.3%. Dr.M. Rajendran, IAS, Director of 
Agriculture, Govt. of Tamil Nadu in his keynote address said that Tamil Nadu is 
having one third of coconut in India and productivity is also more. He requested 
CDB for the implementation of Rejuvenation scheme in Tamil Nadu also. He 
mentioned that Govt. of Tamil Nadu has given 100 acre land for the 
establishment of DSP farm of Coconut Development Board at Dhali village, 
Udumalpet and the work is in progress. The inaugural session ended with the 
vote of thanks by Smt.T.Bala Sudhahari, Deputy Director, CDB, RO, Chennai. 

Shri.Rajamanickam, Professor and Head, CRS, Aliyar Nagar was the 
Panel Moderator of the technical session which followed. He stressed on the 
medicinal uses of coconut milk and oil. Shri. Hemachandra, Deputy Director, 
CDB, Kochi briefed about the Technology Mission and value addition on 
coconut. He has informed that CDB is designated as Export Promotion Council 
for coconut and coconut products. 316 coconut industries are given assistance 
by CDB. He pointed out that there are three major problems for the 
entrepreneurs, ie, loan, technology and machineries. He suggested that if 10 
members are interested to undertake training on Virgin Coconut oil, Coconut 
Development Board is ready to give one day training programme. Deputy 
Director informed that there are four technologies for Neera, ie., CPCRI 
technology, CDB technology, SCMS and KAU Technology . 

Smt.Annie Eapen, Chemist, CDB Institute of Technology, Aluva briefed 
about the Neera Technology and value added products on Neera. She 
informed that CDB is recommending packed Neera as it is hygienic than raw 

neera because of microbial infection and mentioned that palm sugar and palm 
syrup are very good for diabetic patients. Shri. Manickavelu, MD., KVIC and 
Smt.A. Kamalam, MD., Coimbatore and Erode Jaggery Co-operative 
Marketing Federation, Kunnathur spoke on the guidelines for the issue of 
Neera licence. Dr.M. Rajendran, IAS, Director of Agriculture cleared the 
doubts of entrepreneurs about neera tapping in Tamil Nadu. 

Shri.Suresh Kumar, Teakrafts Ltd, Coimbatore briefed about the 
machineries on desiccated coconut. He informed that desiccated coconut 
powder can be kept in packs for usage for six months. Shri.S. 
Nedunchezhian, Alpha Lavel, Kochi briefed about the separator machineries 
for mature coconut water, coconut milk, virgin coconut oil, neera etc. Shri.C.V. 
Muralidharan, H&G Technomark Inc., Kochi briefed about the machineries for 
the separation of virgin coconut oil. Shri.C.M. Kamaraj briefed about the 
export related details and he mentioned that North India is the best place to 
sell tender coconut and desiccated coconut powder. 

Shri.J. Vanangamudi, Head Canara Bank, MSME Felicitation Centre, 
Coimbatore briefed about the details of loan facilities available with the 
Nationalized Banks. Shri.Shanmuga Siva, Project Manager, District Industries 
Centre, Coimbatore briefed about the schemes of District Industries Centre. 
Shri. Balasubramaniam, Chief Manager, Federal Bank Ltd, Coimbatore 
briefed about the loans and schemes available in Federal Bank. 
Shri.K.Nagarajan, Deputy General Manager, Karur Vysya Bank, Tirupur 
briefed about facilities of bank. 

During the meeting, Shri.Kalaiselvan briefed about the virgin coconut oil 
manufactured by Farm Pact Coconut Product Pvt. Ltd., Pattukkottai. He 
informed that the virgin coconut oil produced by M/s. Farm Pact Coconut 
Product, Pattukkottai contains 50.3% lauric acid whereas mother’s milk 
contains 46% lauric acid. He requested the entrepreneurs that before starting 
any unit, one should thoroughly know about the technology in detail on the 
product. Shri.A. Satyan, SPKS Enrich Products, Pollachi briefed about the 
desiccated coconut powder manufacturing. Shri.Jayanthan, United Carbon 
Solutions Ltd., Kangeyam briefed on the manufacturing of shell charcoal and 
activated carbon. He further told that, the coconut shell which was wasted 
earlier is now used for making activated carbon. The participants requested 
CDB to give wide publicity on the medicinal uses of coconut milk and coconut 
oil through media. 

An exhibition was also organized was also organized as part of the 
programme wherein Thirukochi, Kaipuzha, and Palakkad Coconut Producer 
Companies, CIT Vazhakulam and Tamil Nadu Palm Development Board 
displayed their products. Neera and value added products from neera were 
also displayed in the exhibition. Smt. T. Bala Sudhahari, Deputy Director, 
CDB, RO, Chennai proposed a vote of thanks. 

 


